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rreesseeaarrcchh--tteexxtt::  AAlleexxaannddeerr--MMiicchhaaeell  HHaaddjjiillyyrraa  

 
The church of Sourp Kevork is located in Vassilis Michaelides 
street, near the Limassol city centre and only a few metres to the 
south-west of the Ayia Zoni (Holy Girdle) Greek-Orthodox church. 
It is adjacent to the local Armenian school. 
 
Following the influx of Genocide refugees, the small community 
could not afford to build a church. However, when in 1928 a small 
Armenian school was established, its rented premises were used 
to celebrate Christmas and Easter. Circa 1935 Satenig Soultanian 

purchased a land plot for a church to be built, in memory of her late father-in law, Kevork. 
 
In the late 1930s a theatre company was formed under Ardashes Bastadjian, giving performances in 
Nicosia, Larnaca and Limassol to raise money for a church building. Together with a contribution by 
the Prelature and Stepan Kavafian, the church was built between 1939-1940 on the land donated by 
Satenig Soultanian. Fr. Khoren Kouligian’s contribution was also noteworthy. 
 
The first Liturgy took place in 1940, while its consecration took place on 11 April 1948, by Bishop 
Ghevont Chebeyan. The church was renovated between 1975-1976, with money raised from a 
fundraiser, in 2007, thanks to the donation of Garo Der Garabedian’s family, and again in 2015, with 
donations from the faithful. In 1989 its bell was made electronic by the donation of brothers Garabed 
and Nshan Arakchindjian; originally placed to the side of the church, the bell tower was moved to the 
top of the entrance during the 1975-1976 renovation, while an iron Armenian cross was added during 
the 2007 renovation below the bell tower. Commemorative plaques were placed on the church’s 
façade following the 2015 renovation. 
 
Between 1940-1951, the church was used by the local Armenian school. In 1951 the original school 
was built to the north of the church and was expanded in 1954. Between 1951-1954, the church’s 
repository was used for some of the school’s classes. Between 2006-2007 the old school building 
was demolished and replaced by a modern building. 
 
To the east of the church there is the functions’ hall. Originally a 
shack from Wayne’s Keep camp outside Nicosia, it was brought in 
1959 and assembled on the spot. It was renovated in the early 
1970s and was used since by the local AGBU until 2002, when it 
was deemed dangerous. In 2009 the hall was restored by the 
Prelature and it was jointly inaugurated by Archbishop Varoujan 
Hergelian and Representative Vartkes Mahdessian on 11 April 
2010. 
 
In front of the church, there is a dark brown tuff stone khachkar (cross-stone). It was consecrated by 
Archbishop Varoujan Hergelian on 28 September 2008. 
 
Liturgies are held every other Sunday, in turns with Saint Stephen’s church in Larnaca. The church 
celebrates on the last Sunday of September, feast day of Saint George. As of 1992, the parish priest 
is Fr. Mashdots Ashkarian. 
 

         For more information, please contact: 
 

Armenian Prelature of Cyprus 
47, Armenia street, Acropolis 2003 

Nicosia - Cyprus 
Tel.: +357 22 493560 
Fax: +357 22 492750 

E-mail: armprel@spidernet.com.cy 


